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horses that had worked so hard for me during
that time. (Yes, I started this behavior early.)
I arranged for students that I trusted to buy
the horses from SAC. I then optimistically, and
somewhat brashly in hindsight, uttered the
statement that started me on this path. “Don’t
worry. I will get another place and buy them
back from you in a year.”
It never occurred to me that this might be a
difficult promise to keep. Ah the endless
enthusiasm and naivety of youth!
I have found occasion the last little while to
reflect on the past 20 years. This undoubtedly
had to do largely with the hard work of the
th
tireless Harrogate Hills Riding School 20
anniversary committee. But even before that I
had been thinking.
Sometimes it is even hard to remember how it
all started.
In 1984 the University of Toronto student
council decided to close the riding school.
Apparently the financial burden they perceived
the riding school to be was too much given
that they had decided that the SAC’s collegial
presence on campus was better served by
building a student pub. (Somehow a drinking
establishment in downtown Toronto seemed
superfluous to me, especially when it required
giving up something rather unique, but I’m
told that I should try to let that go!).
At any rate, the decision was final and the
school was to be closed. The dilemma then
became what to do with the horses. Though I
had only been managing the stable for two
years, I felt strongly attached to the eleven

Oddly enough, the farm in Gormley became
st
available on October 1 1985. This was pretty
much a year to the date that I had promised to
have a new place, and so the pattern of good
fortune in my life carried on unabated.
We hand painted a sign (it looked pretty good
given that the wood was almost rotten on one
side) and began our dealings with the other
tenant on the property. The summer camp
owner was a fairly astute businessman and I
guess you could say he saw me coming. He
always managed to introduce new rules to the
game just as I was figuring out the old ones
and so it seemed to be an interminable game
of one step forward, two steps back.
I learned a fair bit from him though, perhaps
most important, I learned not to trust everyone
quite so completely! Over the years I
continued to collect my old University of
Toronto school horses and acquired more to
join the school. Every time all seemed lost a
friend would appear on the horizon and save
the day and so we continued for ten years.
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In 1995 another camp expressed an interest
in leasing the entire property and so we had to
move. It was hard to leave Gormley because
it held so many memories for me, but on
st
March 31 1995 we had to go and so we did.

memories and stories from the past 2
decades with so many old friends was a
profound reminder to me of how it has all
been worth it

The next month was a bit daunting but all the
friends of the farm came through and helped
me find places for the horses to stay for the
month. Then, in May 1995, we moved the
whole thing to beautiful downtown HOLT.
I remember walking down the aisle with my
dog Kila wondering if it would ever feel as
familiar as Gormley had. In the first few
months I must confess that I had my doubts.
But, as in Gormley, new friends emerged who
became integral to the survival of The
Harrogate Hills Riding School.
As I look back over the years, I know that
there is no way that the business could have
continued to exist without all of the support I
have received. People often ask how I
manage to do this “by myself” and I am
embarrassed that I have left anyone with that
impression. The truth is that The Harrogate
Hills Riding School has survived because of
the good will and energy of all of the people I
have been fortunate to have come into
contact with over the years.
I am blessed to have found friends who
believe, like me, that the horses are the most
important part of this venture and that we
must always put their needs first. (I have also
been blessed to have horses in my life that
constantly reaffirm my faith in this belief.) It
may sound a tad over the top but I quite often
marvel at the power of horses to alter the
trajectory of peoples’ lives. It seems to me
that dealing with horses requires self
discipline, honesty, empathy and on occasion
a certain amount of courage. When I meet
former students and think of how they were as
8 and 9 year olds, I like to think that the
equine influence had something to do with the
fine adults they have turned into. So what a
st
thrill it was on Saturday, October 1 to have
so many former students come to the farm for
the 20th Anniversary gathering. Sharing

The arena undergoing transformation

The party on Saturday October 1st 2005 was
for me, more than anything else, a celebration
of all of those friends, equine and human. So,
to all of the friends of the Harrogate Hills
Riding School, (and you know who you are) I
apologize that I could not summon the
courage and the emotional composure to get
through a speech that night and thank you all
th
properly. Perhaps for the 40 Anniversary I
will have found the right words. Thanks again
th
Anniversary
to the Harrogate Hills 20
committee for making it possible to have such
a wonderful evening!
Cheers and here’s to the future!
Pat

A DVD showing highlights of
the 25th Anniversary evening
as well as some other
Harrogate Hills memorable
moments is available for
$14.00

2

FALL 2005

HALLOWE’EN PUMPKIN CONTEST

TRIVIA TEST
1. The breed that has the record for the
world’s tallest horse:
a. Clydesdale
b. Percheron
c. Shire
2. The filing down of teeth is called:
a. Trimming
b. Grating
c. Floating
3. What is the Western equivalent of a
girth?
a. Cinch
b. Band
c. Strap
4. What are games on horseback called?
a. Dressage
b. Gymkhana
c. Voltage
5. Which of the following is associated
with its very smooth gait?
a. Thoroughbred
b. Peruvian Paso
c. Friesian
6. What is the smallest breed of horse?
a. Falabella
b. Shetland
c. Caspian
7. In a three day event, what is the first
test?
a. Cross Country
b. Show Jumping
c. Dressage
8. How long does pregnancy usually last
for mares?
a. 9 months
b. 11 months
c. 13 months

Check your answers on Page 8
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HORSE SHOWS – HOME
So far this season we have held three
schooling shows at the farm, the
standings are listed on page five. Now
there is a break for Christmas and the
colder weather of January and February.
The in-house show season will continue
with shows on:
•
•
•
•

March 12, 2006
April 23, 2006
May 21, 2006
June 11, 2006

– AND AWAY!

The Harrogate Hills Riding School has,
this year, produced a group of riders who
have represented the school off property.
Sam Pedersen, Rebecca Schweinberger
and Stephanie Wagg have been
competing at Blue Star Farms in Mount
Albert and at Pause Awhile farms in
Stouffville.

The team has received added polish from
Sarah Mark whose experience in the
hunter ring has proved invaluable. Despite
her busy schedule she has made time to
give the riders a tune up lesson before the
show and is always ready with a quick
word of advice from the ringside.
The riders have been supported on the
ground by their grooms, Erica Clayton,
Kandice Coates, Geoff Bishop, Sam
Enright, Nicole Makrimichalos and Sheryl
Schweinberger and cheered on by parents
and other students alike.
The team has placed at every show but,
just as importantly, the three riders have
done a stellar job of representing the
philosophy of The Harrogate Hills Riding
School. Despite nerves and jitters they
have unfailingly ridden the horses with
understanding and kindness realizing that
their nerves are nothing compared to the
apprehension of the horses. Everyone
should be proud and inspired by the
excellent horsemanship that they have
demonstrated.
Stephanie Wagg on Lil’ Cheyenne has
qualified for the Tournament of
Champions at Pause Awhile on
th
December 4 and we invite everyone to
come out and cheer her on.
Congratulations to everyone for a great
season!

While some of the school horses have
walked up to Blue Star in the past, this
summer and fall has seen their first foray
onto a trailer and all the ensuing
excitement that a trip away entails. Eddie,
Lil’ Cheyenne, Benedict, Pete and Radley
have all made the journey, gaining helpful
mileage along the way.
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“CLEAN SWEEP”
HARROGATE HILLS STYLE
1. One pair of black Miller paddock insulated
riding boots, ladies size 5 – good
condition. Price $15.00 firm.
! Call Cathy Miller at 905-898-8088
2. One pair of brown leather Miller paddock
boots, size 3. Price $10.00 firm.
! Call or e-mail Stephanie Wagg at
905-954-1094 or
StephWagg@beautyqueen_39@hotmail.com.
3. One pair of black Mountain Horse winter
riding boot, size 6. Price $15.00 firm.
! Call or e-mail Stephanie Wagg as
above
4. One pair of brown full chaps, make
unknown. Childs small. Price $15.00 firm.
! Call or e-mail Stephanie Wagg as
above

STANDINGS SO FAR
2005/06 SEASON
Short Stirrup
Bridgitt Craft
Kelsey Sydorenko
Nikki Pelrine
Amanda Gallagher
Kayla Slade
Taylor Eakin

Cross Rail Division
Melissa Montanari
Bridgette Hodgson
Miranda Wheeler
Megan Perrier
Cassandra Rennie
Nicole Henriques
Ainsley Miller

38
36
33
28
25
24
3

Junior Division

5. One pair of used tall black leather field
boots. Ladies 7-1/2.
Price $40.00 firm.
! Call Rebecca Schweinberger at
905-473-9570

Kandice Coates
Erica Clayton
Samantha Enright
Cassandra Eves

6. One pair of Amazonas Super Comfort tall
leather riding boots, ladies size 8-1/2
Price $35.00
! Call Janet Dalby at 905-862-0882

Stephanie Wagg
Rebecca Schweinberger
Samantha Pedersen

7. One pair of tall PVC riding boot. Childs
size 4
Price $5.00 firm.
! Call Rebecca Schweinberger at
905-473-9570

30
24
19
16
7
4

31
27
18
12

Open Division
37
26
20

Sponsors of Harrogate Hills
Horse Shows

8. One pair of navy Royal Highness riding
breeches. Childs size 12.
Price $25.00 firm.
! Call Rebecca Schweinberger at
905-473-9570
WANTED: Show Jackets, Breeches and Show
Shirts Call Sheryl Schweinberger 905-473-9570
or sheryl.schweinberger@sympatico.ca
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CLINIC IN FEBRUARY
One weekend in February there will be a
clinic that you should attend if you are
thinking of entering the show ring. You
will learn how to braid and groom, what
the judge is looking for and have the
opportunity to tune up your skills on
horseback.
Keep an eye open for the date to be
announced.

NEW STALLS

YOU ARE INVITED
TO OUR
ANNUAL POT LUCK PARTY
ON
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18th
IN
THE LOUNGE
AFTER 3 PM

Have you taken the time to check out the
new stalls? One is already occupied by
Radley, the other is awaiting completion
when Russ has a few moments to spare!
No doubt (no gout!) he’ll do it!

HOW CLEAN IS THAT
STALL?

TEACH YOUR PARENT TO
RIDE!

It may look tidy, but there’s more to a clean
stall than the absence of manure. In fact,
from a health standpoint, a few stray manure
balls are inconsequential. Here are the three
hallmarks of a clean stall:

You are NEVER too old to learn
something new.
This event was so
successful last year that it will be repeated
one Sunday this February.

•
•
•

There is no smell beyond the aroma of
the hay and bedding.
The moisture content and texture of
the bedding are consistent from the
surface to the floor.
Bedding is easily sifted or fluffed with a
pitchfork. Any bedding that clumps is
dirty and needs to be removed.

A good final check of a cleaned stall is to lift a
forkful of bedding from three or four random
spots and notice how evenly it falls through or
off the end of the tines

It seems it was so successful that a new
class is now running on Friday evenings
consisting entirely of mothers (why are
there no fathers in this group?) who are
finding out what is really involved in
getting a thousand pounds of horse to
bend to your will – and make it look easy!
They appear to have been paying
attention while watching from the sidelines
and are catching on fast. Watch out kids
– they may be competing against you
soon!

Equus, Issue 336
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TOBIAS

The newest addition to the Harrogate barn
is an eleven year old Percheron
Thoroughbred cross (the Thoroughbred
part is well hidden!).
His owner is
studying to be a vet and needed a good
home for Tobias while she applies herself
to her studies. He has settled in well and
many people are vying for the opportunity
to ride him.
Be careful that he does not tread on you
as his feet are HUGE!

DID YOU KNOW . . . .
! A 1,200 pound horse eats about seven
times its own weight each year
! Tigers have striped skin, not just
striped fur
! On average, pigs live for about 15 years
! Owls have eyeballs that are tubular in
shape, because of this they cannot move
their eyes
! Pigs, walruses and light-coloured horses
can be sunburned
! Rats can’t throw up – neither can horses
! The blood of mammals is red, the blood
of insects is yellow and the blood of
lobsters is blue
! The catgut formerly used as strings in
tennis rackets and musical instruments
does not come from cats.
Catgut
actually comes from sheep, hogs and
horses
! The underside of a horse’s hoof is
called a frog.
The frog peels off
several times a year with new growth
! The world record frog jump is 33 feet
5.5 inches over the course of three
consecutive leaps, achieved in May 1977
by a South African sharp-nosed frog
called Santjie
!
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WHEEL OF FORTUNE

A WORD FROM THE RIDERS

(or is it still the “Hat of Fortune”?)

During this show season, three Harrogate
Hills riders – Sam Pedersen, Steph Wagg
and Rebecca Schweinberger – mounted
on Golden Deniro, Limited Edition, Scout
and Benedict went to Blue Star on two
occasions.
Here Sam and Golden
Deniro (aka Pete) were recognized as
Grand Champion on their first venture
down there.

Every rider at every Harrogate Hills Horse
Show has the chance to win one of the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One year gift certificate for Horse
Sport
Harrogate Hills windbreaker
2 private lessons
Movie passes
Half Chaps
Lesson with a friend or parent
Free entry to the next show in one
division
Horse Lovers’ grab bag
Extreme Makeover – getting your
horse ready for the next show

PRACTICE RIDES
Ask your instructor if you would qualify for
a Practice Ride. This gives you the
opportunity to review the techniques
taught in your lessons (in your own time,
at your own speed). The cost for this is
$25.00 for an hour.

Answers to the Trivia Test:
Ib; 2c; 3a; 4b; 5b; 6a; 7c; 8b.

The team took their first “long haul” to
Pause Awhile Equestrian Centre. This
was also a successful trip for the team.
Steph on Lil’ Chey was awarded
Reserve Grand Champion and qualified
for an invitation to Pause Awhile’s annual
Tournament
of
Champions
in
December. Good luck Steph!
These five showing experiences have
made us, as riders, realize that the mutual
bond between horse and rider is a key
aspect in having a successful show.
When both horse and rider have trust and
confidence in each other they are able to
have an enjoyable and rewarding
experience. This bond that we have been
fortunate enough to develop is due to the
belief and trust that was given to us by Pat
and Sarah. We are more than thankful for
the great opportunities provided to us. In
the near future we look forward to learning
more about showing itself as well as more
about the importance of trust between
horse and rider.
Once again, thank you Pat and Sarah for
giving us this wonderful experience.
We would also like to thank Erica Clayton,
Kandice Coates, Geoff Bishop, Sam
Enright, Nicole Makrimichalos and Sheryl
Schweinberger for being excellent grooms
as well as Jim Young and Justin Hess for
trailering us to Pause Awhile
Sam, Steph and Rebecca
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HARROGATE HILLS CLOTHING FOR CHRISTMAS
AND OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Hooded sweatshirt
50/50 cotton/polyester 13 ounce
Matching draw cord in hood.
Set-in sleeves and front pouch pocket .
Deep Forest
$30.00
Corresponding youth style
Deep Forest

Ladies sizes Bonded vest
100% bonded micro-poly
Full mesh lining and hidden embroidery
pocket
Bottom bungee cord with cord keepers
Two way front zipper
Two needle detailing on shoulder yoke
and front seam
Slightly tapered waist
Slightly scooped back
Comfortable, wind and water resistant

T shirts

$65.00 (embroidered)

Blue anniversary
Green regular

Windbreaker

$20.00

Techno lite reversible vest
Outer shell: 100% coated 210T
Nylon Taslan with water resistant finish
Reverses to 100% polyester 240 gm antipill fleece
Cypress w/navy
$65.00 (embroidered)

100% nylon shell
100% cotton kasha lining
Drawstring waist with elastic cuffs
Snap front
Two slash pockets
$49.00 (screened)

Personalized Saddle Pad
Harrogate Hills logo and riders name
$75.00

ORDER FORM ON PAGE 10
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HARROGATE HILLS CLOTHING GIFTS
FOR CHRISTMAS
(AND OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS)
Please indicate below size and quantity of articles you wish to purchase. In order for your items to be available for December
23rd, all forms must be returned by December 10th.

Harrogate Hills Windbreaker
$49.00

Harrogate Hills T-Shirt
$20.00
Special 20th
Anniversary
(Blue)
Quantity

S

Traditional
(Green)
Quantity

S

M

L

XL

XXL

Size

S

M

L

XL

XXL

Quantity

M

L

XL

XXL

TOTAL COSTS FOR THIS ITEM:

TOTAL COSTS FOR THIS ITEM:

Hooded Sweatshirt
$30.00

Vest
$65.00
Reversible
(Cyprus/Navy)
Quantity

S

Ladies
(hip length)
Quantity

S

M

L

XL

XXL

Adult Size

S

M

L

XL

XXL

S

M

L

XL

XXL

Quantity
M

L

XL

XXL

Youth
Size
Quantity

TOTAL COSTS FOR THIS ITEM:
TOTAL COSTS FOR THIS ITEM:
Personalized Harrogate Hills Saddle Pad
$75.00
The saddle pad has the Harrogate Hills logo and rider’s name embroidered on
the sides.
Name for embroidery:
TOTAL COSTS FOR THIS ITEM:

Name:
Phone:
e-mail:
Total purchase amount enclosed (total of all five boxes):

